
I TRE BRrTISH e57MARCcH 25, 1893.] SCOTLAND. LMEDICAL JOURNAL

highest satisfaction to any Fellow to be elected to the honour-
able office of President of the Royal College of Physicians,
Sir Richard Quain would prefer to continue for the
present the good work which he has been doing as
President of the General Medical Council since May,
1891. Under these circumstances it would seem that the
College would best consult its own interests, those of the Lon-
don medical students, and those of the general body of the pro-
fession by re-electing Sir Andrew Clark, who, it is understood,
has expressed his readiness to continue in office should it be
the evident desire of the Fellows that he should do so.

STATISTICS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION, 1893.
THIE Medical Register for 1893 was published on March 20th.1
The Registrar, Mr. W. J. C. Miller, has prefixed to the
volume the usual statistical statement and tables, and from
these it appears that the growth of the medical profession
continued at a rapid, and we fear we must add an unhealthy,
rate during 1892; during that year no fewer than 1,513 newly-
qualified medical practitioners registered their names,
against 1,345 in the preceding year. This is the largest num-
ber ever added in any year since 1876, when the statistics first
became available. The highest previous total was 1,531 in
1887. The total number of practitioners on the Register is
thus raised to 30,590, as compared with 22,200 in 1876. This
immense increase has taken place in spite of an average
annual mortality of 569, and an average annual removal from
all causes of 834 names. The increase has affected all the
three kingdoms; the number registered in 1892 in England
was 749 against 683 in 1891, and an average for the previous
five years of 669, in Scotland 581 against 502 and an average
of 487, and Ireland 183 against 160 and an average of 166.
The powerful attraction which Scotland exercises, owing to
the facilities afforded by the Scotch Universities for obtain-
ing a degree on reasonable terms, is illustrated once more by
the steady growth of registrations in that country from 179
in 1876 to 581 in 1892; this is further made plain by the
*averages for the whole period of seventeen years, and for the
last five years. For the whole period the annual average is
350, for the last five years 487. The Medical Students' Register2
for 1893, which was published a short time ago, shows, how-
ever, a decided decrease in the number of students, the total
of students registering in 1892 was 1,671, which is lower than
in any year since 1876, and 734 less than in 1891. Of the
30,590 practitioners whose names appear on the Medical
Register for 1893, 13,622, or 60 88 per cent., were registered in
England; 7,320, or 23 93 per cent., in Scotland, and 4,648, or
15.19 per cent., in Ireland. These proportions are almost
the same as in the previous year. The Medical Register
has been thoroughly revised, and every effort has been made
to attain the utmost accuracy. The Colonial Register
instituted by the Medical Act of 1886 now contains fourteen
names, representing the Universities of Sydney. Melbourne,
New Zealand, and Bombay, the last named having been
recognised by the General Medical Council in 1892, in conse-
quence of the extension of the provisions of the Act to India
by order in Council. The Dentists' Register3 for 1893 has also
been issued. Advantage has been taken of the issue by the
Council of a resolution in regard to " covering" to send to
every registered dentist an inquiry form to ensure correctness
as to address and qualification, so that the Register has been
rendered more than usually accurate. The total number of
registered dentists is 4,817, as against 4,896 in 1892, the
decrease of 79 being due probably to the thorough character
of the revision this year. Of the 4,817 registered dentists an
increasing proportion are licentiates in dental surgery of the
several colleges, the percentage of such dentists being now
23.43, as against 24.07 last year, showing a marked increase
from the 10.74 in the Register for 1881. On the other hand,
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the percentage of dentists whose names appear with no such
qualification has further decreased from 75 in 1892, to 73.49 in
1893, a marked diminution from the 89.26 of 1881.

THE HORSE LEECH AS A HUMAN PARASITE.
IN Spain and the south of Europe generally, but particularly
in the north of Africa, the hoemopis, or horse leech, being
inadvertently swallowed in drinking water, in an immature
condition, not infrequently attaches itself to the mucous
membrane of the nose and pharynx of man as well as of
animals. For the most part this is an accident more curious
than grave; but it occasionally happens that these un-
pleasant intruders wander farther and attach themselves in
the neighbourhood of the rima glottidis, or even pass into
the larynx and upper part of the trachea. In these latter
situations their presence not only causes much irritation and
discomfort, but may even imperil life. Chavasse,' in an in-
teresting memoir founded on two cases observed and treated
by himself, gives a complete summary of the literature of
this form of parasitism together with a description of its
symptomatology, diagnosis, and treatment. He shows that
the accident happens most frequently during the months of
August and September; that the leech may enter the larynx
immediately on imbibition, or that it may creep into it after
having been attached for some time previously to the
pharynx. Sometimes it fixes itself to the upper surface of
the glottis, or, entering the larynx, to the under surface of
the vocal cords, or perhaps as far down as the first ring of
the trachea. It may remain so attached without giving rise
to very urgent symptoms for days or even weeks, but from
the fifteenth to the twentieth day alarming symptoms are apt
to arise and demand active interference. The hiemopis
once thoroughly established is rarely expelled spontaneously,
and if such simple measures as the inhalation of tobacco
smoke, saline applications, the administration of turpentine,
etc., fail to dislodge the parasite an attempt to remove it with
forceps (with the aid of the laryngoscope) must be made.
Chloroform is said sometimes to cause it to abandon its hold
when fixed in the nose or pharynx ; but in the case of a leech
in or near the larynx chloroform narcosis might be dangerous,
as should the parasite be thereby induced to quit its hold, it
might very readily be sucked into the air passages during in-
spiration. Should simpler measures fail, Chavasse recom-
mends crico-thyroid laryngotomy in the case of leeches fixed
above the glottis or immediately under the vocal cords, and
tracheotomy if they are lower down. Hypodermic injection
of cocaine should be employed in place of chloroform for
anesthetic purposes. When the air passages have been
opened, a solution of salt should be gently injected through
a catheter with an open end passed upwards. This speedily
causes the leech to loose its hold. The thyroid cartilage
should be slit open only as a last resource.

1 Arch. de Med. et de Phlarm. Milit., Fev. et Mars, 1893.
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SCOTLAND.
THE 163rd meeting of the Scottish Universities Commission

was held in Edinburgh on Wednesday, March 15th ; and the
164th meeting on Monday last.

THE Town Council of Edinburgh have agreed to a vote of
100 guineas to the fund being raised for purchasing an
athletic field in connection with the University of Edinburgh.

THE University and extra-mural medical classes in Edin-
burgh rose for the spring recess at the end of last week.
Practical and operative surgery will be resumed in the early
part of April, while the other classes resume on May lst.

PORTRAIT OF PROFESSOR STRUTHERS.
A REPLICA of the oil portrait of Emeritus Professor John
Strutbers, M.D., LL.D., and which was recently presented to
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him by his friends, pupils, and admirers in London, was
hung in the Upper Hall of Marischal College on March 17th.
The artist was Sir George Reid, P.R.S.A., and will form a
valuable addition to the artistic collection which is gradually
growing in the University. The portrait represents the
venerable, but still alert and nimble, professor as sitting in
his study, the right arm resting on the back of the chair, the
other on the table, on which are heaped books and papers.
The profile is striking and truthful in its resemblance; the
artist has caught the expression so well known to many
generations of old pupils who wrought and thought with him,
and who still follow him into his well-earned teaching retire-
ment with kindly memories, and wishes that he may linger
many summers and many winters to watch the farther develop-
ment of the University which he did so much to stimulate
and foster, and wherein he pointed the ambitions of hun-
dreds who now are active in work. The frame has the follow-
ing inscription:
John Struthers, M.D., LL.D. Professor of Anatomy, 1863-88. Presented

to the University of Aberdeen by his old pupils and friends, to mark their
admiration of him as a teacher and a man of science. May, 1892. Painted
by Sir George Reid, P.R.S.A.

THE SECRETARY FOR SCOTLAND AND MEDICAL
OFFICERS.

IT is announced that the Secretary for Scotland has written
abrogating the conditions in force by the Board of Super-
vision for the appointment of medical officers of health who
are in private practice. The salutary conditions which are thus
unwisely abrogated were in effect that a medical officer of
health should not engage in private practice or employment
without the express consent of the County Council, but that
his whole time be devoted to the duties of his office. The
only counties in Scotland that have medical officers of health
in private practice are Forfar, Haddington, and Berwick.

PRACTICAL RESULT OF BACTERIOLOGY.
AT the last meeting of the Edinburgh Royal Physical Society
Dr. William Russell made a communication on " Some Prac-
tical Benefits resulting from Bacteriological Research." After
describing the methods of such research, he made a vigor-
ous defence of scientific ex'periments on the lower animals in
the cause of suffering humanity. He thought that if the
public were better informed as to what science was really
doing, they would hear less of anti-vivisection crusades,
prayer meetings, and literature. Most of the objections
seemed to him mere sentiment, but scientists had been too
remiss in neglecting to meet and answer such sentiments.
He indicated some of the great results of bacteriological re-
search, quoting in partic alar Koch's discovery of the
tubercle bacillus, which threw such a flood of light on the
group of ailments caused by that organism. Diphtheria,
tetanus, and cholera were in turn alluded to, and attention
drawn to the altered treatment necessitated by more precise
views as to the etiology of these maladies, the chief point
being the removal of the organism, and counteracting absorp-
tion of the poisonous products caused by the growth of the
special micro-organisms. He hoped that the discovery of the
cholera (comma) bacillus would yet lead to preventive
measures never before dreamt of. As to measles and scarlet
fever, we had not yet separated the special microbe, but
doubtless that would be done within a measurable period of
time, and we should then hope to arrive at a preventive
" vaccine" for these maladies, or if not that then then at
least an antidote.

IRELAND.
THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

A MEETING of the Irish Branch of the British Institute of
Pablic Health was held in Dublin last week; Sir Charles
Cameron, President, in the chair. There were also present:

Dr. Grimshaw, Registrar-General for Ireland; Professor
Tichborne, Dr. F. J. Allan (London), Dr, Agnew Lurgan, Dr.
Oulton, Dr. J. W. Moore, Dr. E. J. McWeeney, and Dr.
Edgar Flinn, Honorary Secretary for Ireland. It was pro-
posed by the Registrar-General, and seconded by Dr. Oulton,
that Dr. Whitaker, Medical Officer of Health, Belfast, Pro-
fessor Tichborne, and Dr. Agnew be elected members of the
Council for Ireland. A resolution was also passed, on the
motion of Professor Tichborne, seconded by Dr. Flynn, that
" a scheme of practical instruction suitable for candidates
for examination for the office of sanitary sub-officer be organ-
ised, and that the necessary steps be taken by the Council
in regard thereto." Dr. Allan mentioned that the annual
Congress of the Institute will be held in Edinburgh in the
end of July, under the presidency of Dr. Littlejohn, and that
the Lord Mayors of London and Dublin had accepted the
invitation of the Lord Provost of Edinburgh to be present.

TIMOLEAGUE DISPENSARY.
A SPECIAL meeting of the Dispensary Committee was held
last week for the purpose of taking into consideration a com-
munication from the Local Government Board in reference to
a charge of neglect of duty made by a person named Donovan,
against Dr. Magner, medical officer of the district. After a
protracted hearing, a resolution was unanimously adopted
requesting the Local Government Board to hold a sworn in-
quiry into Donovan's charge against Dr. Magner.

COUNTY AND CITY OF CORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL
ASSOCIATION.

A MEETING of this Association was held on February 8th, Dr.
N. Grattan, President, in the oiair. Dr. Cotter showed a
specimen of uterine fibroids. D.. C. Y. Pearson showed por-
tions of the lower jaw, including the angle and lower part of
the ramus, removed from a child, aged 6 years. He also
exhibited the head of the femur, and other portions of the
bone, removed in operating on a case of hip-joint disease, in
which separation of the neck of the femur had occurred, with
idiopathic dislocation. Dr. Philip Lee showed a specimen
of anencephalous fhetus. The foetus (full term) was perfectly
formed, with the exception of the upper part of the skull and
the entire hinder part of the brain; it survived its birth
several hours. Dr. H. Corby read notes of a case of rupture
of the vagina in labour. The patient made an excellent re-
covery. Dr. W. Ashley Cummins described a case in which
rupture of the vaginal attachment to the uterus had taken
place in its anterior two-fifths, during labour at about the
sixth month, with escape of the fcetus and placenta into the
abdominal cavity. The fcetus (with placenta) was easily
removed through the rent without inserting the hand. A few
hours later laparotomy was performed, and the vaginal rup-
ture sutured from below. The patient did well until the
second day, when symptoms of cardiac thrombosis took
place, and she died in about an hour.

UNCERTIFIED AND ILL-CERTIFIED DEATHS.
The Scope of the Inquiry of the Select Committee.

FoR years past Dr. Cameron has been striving to obtain an
inquiry into our system of certification of death, which is
extraordinarily defective. He has again and again endeavoured
to get Mr. Ritchie to appoint a Committee, which he has now
succeeded in obtaining, to investigate the subject, but
although Mr. Ritchie himself appeared quite open to convic-
tion, there seemed to be some official influence in the back-
ground which prevented him granting what Dr. Cameron
asked for. When, therefore, the Home Secretary proposed
that a Departmental Committee should inquire into the sub-
ject, Dr. Cameron refused to accept that suggestion, which he
feared, in the hands of the permanent officials, might fail to be
adequate, or sufficiently sympathetic to the necessary reforms.
He successfully pressed for a Select Committee of the


